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ELATION 


A great Numberof People 
Frozen to Death 


NEAR 


SALISBURY), 


And in ſeveral other Parts of the Weſt of EN. 


GLAND, on Teſday the Twenty third of Decem= 


ber, 1684. beſides Horſes and much other Cattle. 


HE Diſmal Truths contained in | and patticnlarly the 20:h of December, 1684. 
this Paper will need no Preamble | and in purſuance of their reſpeive Journeys, 
to introduce a belicf thereof in the | being on T7xeſday the 23d with their Horſes 
Reader z They are no Stories of | and Paſllengers, to paſs the Downs on this ſide 
what happened in former Kings Reigns, or | S«lsbary: Such of them as eſcaped, and are 
an Account of things done in Preſter Fobr's | ſince returned to London, do relate the man- 
Dominions, eafier to be believed then diſpro- | ner of the Storm in thoſe parts to be as folow- 
ved. ----« But a Dreadful Relation fit to be Re- | eth, viz. That the Wind being all day North. 
corded in- the Chronicle for After- Ages, and | E-ft, and violently cold, about two in the Af- 
a preſent aſtoniſhing Diſpenſation of God Al- | ternoon it began to Snow very faſt, and held 
mighty, which calls tor the ſerious Conſidera- | on till two or three a Clock next Morning, the 
tion of all Engliſhmen. wind continuing fierce, and blowing it in ſuch 
heaps, that in ſome places the Snow lay as high 
On ' Tueſday the 23d of December, 1684, | as a Houle top, in others the. ground ſcarcely 
the Weather being cold and freezing, there | covered, which fo altered the Roads eſpeciall 
likewiſe happened a terrible, and cercainly | upon the Downs and Plains, that ( althou 
the moſt dreadful Storm hath in theſe Na* | ſome of them had weekly uſed the fame Roads 
tions been heard of in the Memory of man, | for thirty or forty years rogether ?) none of the 
to give the Particulars from every pirc of the | faid Carriers conld that Night either find the 
Kingdom, would take up many Sheets; and | way to their Inns, or any Towns they might 
what 1 yet have cxattly, is from the Weſtern | ger Shelter, but themſelves , their Paſſengers , 
parts thereof. and Horſes forced to wander about till many 
| of them were frozen to Death, who before the 
The Curtiers from London, to Ext er, | Storm began, were hearty and healrhful. Each 
Taunton, Shafts>ury, Bath, and Wells, Se. go- | of the ſaid. Carriers labouring , and being loſt 
iog as uſually out from London on Saturday:, | ſeveral _ diſtant from the other. F 
X vy 


$2, | 
| | | —— =— - 
My. Mathews the Carrier of Shaftshury 2d | condutted them a mile and half of the three 7 

when going faſter then they could follow. Mr. 


kiz unfortunate lot within fifty ſix miles of 
' Collsns beg?d of him for Gods ſake to go no 


London, two miles on this fide Stockbridge, who 
albeit he efcaped with life, yet his bands are. aber My they were able to come with the o- 
> off $. 


ficzen up, that he hath Joſt the uſe of th#my” 
But the Guide alledging his own life was in 


and two of his Horſes dyed with extremity 


of Ovftd upon the Downs that very night. 


Mr. Merris the .younget Carrier to Exrey ; 
alſo We. Clatk the Rider, who cfries ro Shafts- 
bary, Evill and other Parts, with their Morſes 
dl Paſſengers were loſt npon the Downs, ſix 
miles beyond Stockþridge ;, there in like manner 
wandniog all night to an again by continual acti- 
opend labour were pfeſetved alive. 


Mr. Calling the Taunton Carriet, 8nd Mr. 

the Caffier to Bath and Wells, with their 
Gangs of Horſes and Paſſengers travelled -that 
day, about two miles diſtafit tat fda other: ; 
were pulling between Anilovey and ſoary, 
and whe ficſt loſt, judged rhey might want five 
or fix miles of Amev»ry. 


The W1/; Carrier being foremoſt, h:d two 
of his Company tf6zen tb dearth, viz. his own 
Son, a youth abduit thirteth ot forirteef yeafs of 
Age, and a Young man, a Paſſenger afed abdut 
twenty years. which perfons were not parted 


Os feſt; or inddidieted in the Snow, but 


> 
a . 


utely frozen ro death, as they rode or walk- 
long if Cottipany : This Diltreſfſed Carri- 
. ers BoweB Eattting when he ſaw his Son grow | 

ſtiff and faint, got him up, and carried Hhirh tif 
he dyed in bis Arms, and after he was dead, 
carried him on Horſe Back; until extremity of 
Cold forced him to let him drop upon the 
Down and lewve him. 


- Neither had Mr, Collins who carries to Tawn- 
gon and Tiverton leſs misfortune z'a man and his 
wife, two l.earty antient people, being of his 
P..ſſehgers, end riding on fingle Horles, altho? 
very hcalthfol and well in the morning, 2nd 
<< arfol in the aftercoon, yet by the continued 
61d and ftragling of the poor Hoiſes, or by 
their own growing feeble to manage them, loſt 
fight of the Gang, and wandred by themſelves, 
til at length they lay down and dyed one at the 


feet of the other. 


Mr. Collins himfclf and Servants, when with- 
in three mites of Amesbury, hapned upon a Pa- 
riſh wii re they hired a Guide for ten Shillings, 
who widerrook to lead their Bell-Horſe, and 


Danger, kept on his pace, and gov ſafe t6.& 


Bear Inn at Amerbiry by nine a Clock at Nigh 


Me. Collins, his Servants and Horſes iring 
till fix im the Morning, and then diſcovering an 
old Barn broke into it for Shelter till day light 
one of his ſaid Servants is like to looſe the uſe 0 
his Limbs, and Mr. C-{ms with the reſt, meerly 
(under God by violent labour and buſling ſaved 


| their Lives. 


The Servant of the Lady Fines of New-Tony, 
in the County of Wilts, having been that day at 
S=/ishwry- market, ini his return with a Cart and 
two Horſes, loft Limfelf upon the ſame Down, 
and having ryed his fore-Horſe-head to the Cart, 


way found dead near them, by eight of the Clock 
that evening, and being within half a mile of 
Amesbury: The Servants of the Bear- Inn, co- 
ming our'to look jor the Carriers, found him in 
mdtiner as aforeſaid. 


A Shop-keeper living near Chaxke, a place 
in thoſe Parts, alſo periſhed in coming frond 
Salisbury- Market. , 


Six or Seven Country-people.in paſſing from 


Chayd4 to | Hmefer , though but thtee, or four 


miles diſtance, were by the way frozen to 
death, 


One Mr. Xn5ght of Evil a Mirker- Town it the 


| County of Somerſet, in a Lettef to a Friend in” 


this City, affirms, abouc thirty people from that 
Town and parts adjacent, that went the ſame 


| day to Markets, or after other concerns were not 


heard of, except ſome few found dead. 


Abont Tiverton many in like manner periſhed 
as they went from Markets. Between Plymourly 
and Exetry many ſmoothered inthe Snow. From:; 
almoſt every part of the Weſtern Road, we; 
have the like dreadful News, which all happened ; 
upan the very ſame day, and the Truth thereof 
ready to be reftihed by hundreds that are finte 
retorned ro this City, beſides the Carriers here*: 
in mentioned, who ate themſelves men of 
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